ranch

Welcome to NUJ Branch, the second of a special
newsletter for branches to provide information and

swap experiences during the present crisis. Michelle
Stanistreet, general secretary, provides an update on the
work she is doing in support of members, her meeting
with ministers and branches and carrying out the union’s
international work - all from her kitchen table.

t continues to be a crazy, busy

time for the union, as the

Covid-19 situation unfolds, with

clarifications and new advice from

the government and the situation
ever changing.

Thanks all of you who completed the
union's Covid-19 survey -it made for
sober reading, with members suffering
real hardship and anxiety as aresult
of cancelled work, furloughs and pay
cuts, with many fearing that thisis
the eye of the storm and ahead lies
looming redundancies, more cuts and
a slow return to freelance work and
commissions.

Our efforts are squarely focussed
on trying to avoid any such scenario,
and building support for meaningful
intervention in our industry, to reboot
the sector and enable it to emerge
stronger than before.

That's why we've worked hard to
increase our offering of online courses
to help members cope during the
crisis, brush up on training and learn
new professional skills. Through the
Federation of Entertainment Unions, we
have secured a great deal with the BBC's
Journalism Academy for our freelance
members-opening up an exciting suite
of online courses.

[ continue to take part in fortnightly

meetings alongside arange of
representatives from the employers’

side of the industry and ministers at

the Department for Digital, Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS). Last week
Iraised the 90 jobs at risk at Midland
News Association and, while welcoming
the Chancellor’'s extension of the Jobs
Retention Scheme, said there was a
critical need for further financial aid for
freelances and self-employed -and an
urgent closing of the gaps in provision
that have left so many freelances adrift. I
also pushed for independent newspapers
and hyperlocals who missed out on
government-generated advertising and
argued for an exemption for journalists
to new quarantine rules which could
severely restrict reporting from abroad in
the coming months.

The Minister was shocked to be told of
the situation in Northern Ireland, where
the entire staff at The Sunday Life and
Sunday World has been threatened
by the break-away South East Antrim
Ulster Defence Association after
reportingonits criminal activities. The
union has worked with the Irish press,
unions, politicians, religious and other
communities to condemn this blatant
attack on press freedom. (see page 5).

From my kitchen table, I've had the
pleasure of attending the Zoom meetings

of London Freelance and Sunderland,
Shield and Hartlepool branches. I've also
held countless video meetings with a
range of organisations to build support
for our News Recovery Plan.

We've seeninrecent days how Buzzfeed
is closingits UK and Australian offices,
Vice has cut 55jobsinthe USand 100
elsewhere and Quartz are cutting 80 jobs
and closingits London office. These online
start-up upstarts were supposed to be the
future. But as Vice's CEO Nancy Dubuc
said, they've allbeen “choked” by the big
tech companies. That's why we are calling
forawindfalllevy of 6 per cent on Google
and Facebook and companies which
have sucked journalism dry. We have had
meetings with DCMS officials, the Labour
shadow team and a group of leading
LibDems to discuss the Plan. A number
of branches are already going great guns
playing their partin building support-as
we start to ramp up our campaign, we
want as many other branches to help fight
not just for the survival of the industry, but
asustainable future.

In Solidarity,

—
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Michelle Stanistreet




get togeth

lanning, practice and
even more practice is
how Matt Salusbury
prepared for London
Freelance Branch's first
meeting via Zoom.

It is one of the NUJ's biggest
branches, but with more than 70
people joining - someone counted 76
_it was an impressive number and
feat for Matt who was chairing.

Guest speakers for the evening
were Michelle Stanistreetand
Pamela Morton, national freelance
organiser.

Matt took some tips from
Edinburgh Freelance Branch
meetingand the LFB committee
met to get familiar with Zoomand
its tools. The agendawas drawnup
carefully;itwas agreed business
should be arranged where
possible with a series of “yes”,
“no” questions, with people
raising their Zoom hands.

Matt said: “Because of
security issues with Zoom,
we sent out the link forthe
meeting a few hours before,
via the email list for members

only, not by social media.
It also meantwe had tobe
careful during the section
of our meeting where we
raise work issues, because
it's just too leaky a space

. for identifiable workplace stuff,

iwas amore modest affair

nterms of numbers
Once branch busines;s
was concluded, one of
the mgmbers delivered

a sess.lon in well-being

showing how to dea] ,

with worries and keepa

. News Recovery Plan's measures to

er

help get the industry through the
present crisis and re-boot amore
inclusive, diverse public—interest

. journalism. Pamela Morton said:
“Tam very aware of the desperate
: situation and the stress many

. freelancesare experiencing. The

: comparedto the NUJ's basement.

¢ “we'd decided to stick with Zoomas

i alot of our membersare used toit.”
Inevitably there were technology

! hitches, but Matt thinks it will

zoom©
. Video Conferencing

: be sorted for next time. He was

: aided by committee member Mike
. Holderness, putting up relevant :
documents, and branch co-chair Nick :
. Renaud-Komiyawason stand-byif
: Matt's signal dropped.

: Michelle outlined the union's work
* duringthe Covid-19 crisis and its

branch meeting

positive mind. Attentio
wasdrawn to g blog by .
l1;1@w member, Imthiaz
hehman, who explained
ow helpful he had
found beingamember of
the NUJ. “It’s 5 great waO
to lgarn more about why
to pitch to, how to buildO
Fampaigns and what
Journalists are really

: NUJ'sfreelance officeis doingits

¢ pesttodeal with your queries andis

: lobbying government over the failure
: ofits aid schemes to cOVer many of

: our members.”

A photographer reported being
harassed from the public while
working, and the issue of whether
freelance sports journalists would
getaccessto behind-doors matches
was raised. Most people who wanted

. to, had their say.

The LFB's new members’ meeting,

usually at a café near the British
: Museurn, went well despite being

virtual and cake-less. Zoomwas

: usedforan LFB student recruitment
. event for 50 students at City

: University, witha QBA on how to get
i work and be properly paid.

%ran(:h bloggers

lllooking for,” he said
ch also helps to havé a
friendly space where
Youcantalk to others in
the same field and ask
questions you would
shy away from asking at
;/:;Ir]k. Am] underpaid?
Y workload too
much? Am being

discrimi
Scriminated against?”




NUJ survey shows
growing hardshj

he NUJ's Covid-19

survey produced a

valuable snapshot of

howmembers have

been affected by the
pandemic. Itis g shocking picture,
with two-thirds of members having
suffered financially because of the
lockdown, with freelances being hit
especially hard, many unsupported
by the government's financial aid
packages.

It has provided valuable
information for our discussions
with ministers and inquiries by
the Digital, Culture 8 Media and
Business, Energyand Industrial
Strategy Committees.

It showed members were braced
for further €conomic shockwaves
with 84 per cent fearing the crisig
would lead to redundancies and
most freelances not eéxpecting work

cent predicting they would drop out

: cent said they had the
i necessary equipment

to pick up until next year, with 16 per

although more

#Forgotten

Atthetime the survey was taken,

45 pber cent said their employer had
furloughed editorial staff; with more
: thanahalfnot having had their pay
topped up by their employer and
afifth said theijr employers made
up the full 20 per cent difference.

¢ Thislooks worrying should the
government decide to decrease its

: contribution in the Job Retention
Scheme.

Ofthose working, 42 per cent had

their pay cut and One quarter were
covering work of colleagues on

: furlough. F reelances on the PAVE

: systemare eligible to be furloughed,
¢ but only 5.5 per cent said their
employer was doing so.

Ofthose at home, 79 per

to work remotely,

: ofthe Industry altogether following
: the pandemic.

Freelances

than half experienced some internet
problems. There are plenty examples
of broadcasters working from their
shedsand interviewing by Zoom or
Skype, but for others this has been
a frustrating experience. Many
office-based members throughout
the lockdown raiseq concerns about
health and safety at work, including
lack of social distancing and extra
cleaning - Posing questions about
how media Companies will ensuyre
anyreturn to office-based working
will meet the threshold of being
“Covid-secure”.

Michelle Stanistreet said: “This
crisis has underlined the critical
role that quality journalism plays
inour communities its survival
cannot be left to the vagaries of the
market and that’s why we need the
News Recovery Plan to reboot the
industry.”
The survey of more than
1,200 members was carried
out by SurveyMonkey from
24 April-10 May 2020

What you

cando

i t your next
ssthe survey results a
ezltsi;; -how can members be support(.e(i?.
hrgps:/ '/www.nuj.org.uk/news/ two-thl.r l ls-_
of-media-workers-have-suffered-financially

because/

Get behind the #ForgottenFreelances

campaign:

https://www.nuj.org.uk/news/ o
forgottenfreelances-a-third-say-they-do
not-expect-their-income/
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1.ocal News
Matters

Sports reporter James Roberts, currently furloughed,
looks at how the Oxford Mail has covered Covid-19.

uring the lockdown, our
local journalists have
gone the extra mileto

keep us informed about

how the virus and the

lockdown are affecting all aspects
of our lives, and how we can best
protect our own health and well-
peing and support one another.

Oxford Mail reporters have been
the go-to source of coronavirus
news for thousands of people. In the
faceofa much-changed working
environment, reporters have
addressed the key issues, holding

health chiefsand the government to

. account with concise, quality stories.

A pandemicin the social media
ageresultsinasea of rurnours and

readers the key facts and figures.
The wider public health
implications have been addressed,

. fromafallin visits to AGE

departments at Oxfordshire’s

hospitalsto reassuring expectant

mothers due to give birth during the

: pandemic.

Such stories change and save

: _lives, influencing readers’ decision-

making and helping reduce the strain :
: human-interest reportingis

onthe NHS.

The Mail has shown the value

What your
branch cando

Comm@sion pieces from your members
highlighting the work colleagues on '

local newspapers and radio are doing during

thz pandemic. These can be used to lobby MPs
ank government and explain to the public why
as key workers, we need to be able to do ourjob'

Send your blogs to

campaigns@nuj.org.uk

of campaigning journalism
throughits campaignto
back local businesses,
#StiHOpenInOxfordshire.

small businesses going
above and beyond toserve
locals at a time when their
very existence isinthe
balance. Shininga lighton
community institutions
such as pubs illustrates how
the Mail's coverage can make
areal difference to Oxfordshire

employers from all sectors.
It has tapped into the human-
interest stories, revealing how a

www.nuj.org.uk

The story, written by Local

¢ doctor had been kicked out of his
accommodation by his landlady
. because she feared he might bring
home coronavirus.

. Democracy Reporter, David Lynch,
i madethe BBC News homepage
speculation, but the Mail has brought : generated countless offers of help
. from the public, with the doctor

i gettingupa webpage for NHS staft

: with similar problems.

and

Its coverage of the Bicester family

: joumalism.

The importance of this

: trustworthy, campaigning and

¢ survive but thrive.

¢ Thisisan edited versionof Jame
: blog for the NUJ Oxford & distric
¢ pranch.

https://oxfordnuj.wordpress.
: com/2020/05/07/local:

journalists—how-they-inform—and—
support-us—through—the-covid—c

: who took partin the first Oxford
University trials of a coronaviru
: vaccine offered insights that can

. only come from professional, quality

S

reflected in the figures. By Tuesday,
: April 28,the Mail had amassed
: 4.35mpage views for the calendar

month -easily surpassing the target
i of3.36 millionby April 30. The
Reporters have highlighted . statisticsonly tell part of the story,
: put they underline how the press

. needs protectingso it does notjust

s’
t

risis/
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Nunprecedented
alliance, brought
together by the
NUJ, has publicly
condemned the
increasing Spate of threats to staff
on Belfast-based newspapers from
paramilitary groups.
Under the banner
#Standupfor]ournalism, an

advertisement signed by journalists,

politicians of a1 parties, media

Organisations, religious 8roups, trade :

unions, community groups and
Creative workers was published by

the Belfast Telegraph, Irish Newsand :

News Letter.

Signatories to the Statement,
which called for “the immediate
withdrawal of a]] threats against
journalistsin Northern Ireland and
for the freedom ofthe pressto be
respected and protected”, included
the first minister, Arlene Foster, the

deputy first minster, Michelle O'Neill, :

and the majority of MLAS from the
Northern Ireland Assembly, plus
UK government ministers Oliver
Dowden and Brandon Lewis,

“Stand

— - —
- [ S
e

Terrorist thre
condemned

: journalists because they

Duringthe past 12 months there
hasbeenan increase in the number
of violent threats against journalists
in Northern Ireland from Republican
and Loyalist paramilitary groups.

A journalist working for The Irish
News was arecent target. The union
learned that many journalists in
Northern Irelang hadlearned to
Seethese threats ag part ofthe job,
but Séamus Dooley, NUJ assistant
Secretary, said this was totally
unacceptable.

Martin Breen, Sunday Life
editor, said that 26 years
after the ceasefire terrorist
Organisations were
continuing to threaten

were “exposing their
dirty deeds and criminal
empires”.

He said: “We all have
tostand up against these
vile threats - their sole aim
isto silence investigative
journalism and curtail the
public’s right to know about
those gangsters operatingin their

e

ats

to our journalists only serve to
highlight the risk and importance of
exposing the criminal menace that

: plaguesour Society. We will not be

: silenced nor intimidated and wil]

! not restuntil those responsible are
brought to Jjustice.”

it

—'—"'_'_'_-.FH_ '——--—"_h"uf—f_‘

communities acrosg Northern
Ireland.”

Brian Farrel], Sunday World editor,
said: “The recent threatsissued

Advert with full list of signatories:
https://www. nuj.org.uk/

documents/stand—up-for-
journalism-northern-irelancl-
: advert/

Action

Add your name to the NUJ petition t.o
support press freedom and stop the rlsed
in death threats against Northern Irelan
journalists. https:/, /www.rzmegaphon:.ot;_:]i:s-
uk/petitions/stop-the-rise-m-.death-lt. :e
against-northern-ireland-journalists

Tweet your support at
#StandupforJournalism

Make reporting in Northern Ireland
a topic for branch discussion,
contact campaigns@nuj.org.uk

for a speaker

—

 for Journalism

i _‘—=—--—_—-.—-..—-"._,.- -
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ettinginafix withthe
ruleson furloughs?
Is your boss tryingto
make you take your
holidays in lockdown??
What canyoudoifa member starts

i concerns, and really importantly to

see and hear each other.It'sagreat

. opportunity to share experiences,

discuss issues and have expert
advice ontap. And, don't forget,
trade unionrepsare still covered

. forthose who cannot make it, they
i are recorded and puton YouTube.
. Questions canbe sent inadvance or

to get backache because sheisfiling
from her sofa?

These were justa selection of
issues that have come up duringa
new series of Friday morningadvice
sessions, hosted by tutor Caroline
Holmes, with NUJ officialsonhand  :
to answer questions and offer advice :
during these uncertainand difficult

Caroline (pictured) said:
“\Webinars cannot replacethe
positive experience of face toface
meetings, but they do allow reps to
feel less isolated, share common

tipsa

Quiz night for
NUJ Extra®

sthe NUJ's survey has found, Covid-19 ha
led to hardship for many of our members S
So, why not hold a fund-raising event at .our
branch or donate your room fee if you arz

I — ;lntietir}g/ by Zo-om. Latest update from the
. ps://www.nuj. .
covid-19-update-may-2020/ uj.org.uk/news/nuj-extra-

by their house agreements so have
access to facility time.

“Health, safety and welfare
continue tobe akey issue,
und home working,
for many, doing
mber of hours. The
NUJ health and safety commmittee
cKlist for reps of

particularly aro
equipment, and
anincreased nu

is developingache
times. ¢ issues thatneedtobe addressedin
© Covid-19risk assessments.”

After the sessions, Caroline sends
outs notes of theissue
nd examples of good practice.
The sessions are interactive, but

¢ made onthe Zoom chat function.

: LauraDavison, national organiser,

: said:“lhave to pay tribute toour

: reps.Theyare alldoing a great jobin
difficult circumstances = and making
ahuge difference for members. Itis
really nice forus all to get together,
if remotely, and catchup with what
is happeningon the ground and how
peopleare getting on. [t might be
new territory, but the trade union
principles remain the same, as do
employment law and healthand

s covered,
safety regulations.”

Caroline
Catch-up

Watch Caroline’s reps’ sessions:
https://youtu.be/pDZZ6-wP030
and
https://youtu.be/bhH6e6Z4Mxo

The next oneis on Frid
ay 27 May,
from 11.00to 12.30. Book your placi at

tutraining@nuj.org.uk

Watch: Helping you to stay fit and health
at home and work: .
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JnOBDS5_U8yU&’feature
=youtu.be
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without

achell Howells, project :

manager of NUJ Training :

Wales, describes :

adaptingits training

programme to digital
onlyasa rollercoaster,

Once lockdown occurred all the
classroom-based workshops and
Courses were cancelled, and the
training brogramme, subsidised
by the Welsh government, had to
be quickly reimagined. “It's been
amatter of trial and error,” said
Rache] (pictured). “Early on we ran
abrilliant two-hour session with
simple, engagingslides, but another
three-hour course with too much
information on the slides, proved
less successful.

“Welearnt alot fromthese
eXperiences and commissioned two
hour webinars, on Coronavirus and
itsimpact on journalism, wellbeing
during this Very uncertain time, and
anew series we've called Lockdown
Skillbuilders to help journalists ang
communications professionals use
thistime to diversify into new areas
and bump up their CVs.”

The project has now Itrunitsfirst
day-longinteractive workshop
with Dan Mason on launching a
podcastin one day, as part of the
Lockdown Skillbuilder series. “We
Were concerned that people might
finda10.30am - 4pmday on Zoom

: toolongand tiring, but the course

: and plenty of breaks, which made
it enjoyable. You almost forgot

! youwere on Zoom,” she said. “And

i we've had some fantastic feedback.”
¢ Rachelis looking forward to getting
back to face-to-face classes, but
8reater digital learning, opentothe

i most remote parts of Wales and
beyond, wil] remainasan important
i partofthe project.

programme will soon be online;
: areps’ Stage 1 pilot took place on
! Friday 22 May.

: launched an excellent programme of
: online professional development
courses and the Federation of
Entertainment Unions has
! secureda fantastic deal
for freelances, allowing
. them totake partin

! training,

borders

The Journalist: the next

three editions of the magazine
will be sent out digitally to al]
members, making necessary
savings in the union’s budget
after adrop in income and
increased legal service costs,
Around a third of members
receive a digital version with
the rest printed and posted. The
affected issues are those which
run to the end of September.
Encourage branch members to
send updated contact details,
including their email address to
membership@nuj.org. uk

offered a great mix of learning styles

The NUJ's four-stage reps’

NUJ Training Scotland hasalso

Lockdown
Learning

the BBC Academy's

Lockdown Learning Online courses available frqm the NU

; brofessional include: podcasting, creative writing, writing
; development for TV and film, collaborative leadersh(jlp,

; Ccourses. editingoni-devices, tackling stress, video

; Branchesare editing, social media networking, getting

; encouragedto started on Instagram, plus many Others-. /
contact tutraining@ Go to NUJ Active for more details: I‘.lttPS-/

: nuj.org.uk if they have www.nuj.org.uk/comms/archive/

: aneed forbespoke active/615.html
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Press Freedom

‘The NUJ lobbies for journalists’ rights so you can
protect your sources, have editorial independence
and do your job safely and freely, without censorship
from the state. Asa member of the International
Federation of Journalists we are part of a
600,000-strong community working to ensure the
safety of media workers across the globe, fighting
for freedom of information, open government and
plurality of the media.

Are you keeping good company?
Join the NUJ today at
nuj.org.uk/join

NATIONAL UNION
OF

JOURNALISTS

www.nuj.org.uk





