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The United Nation’s World Press Freedom Day on 3 May
celebrates journalism and reminds governments of their
need to respect press freedom. This year the theme was
“Journalism under digital siege” to spotlight the numerous
ways journalists face surveillance and digital-mediated
attacks, Michelle Stanistreet looks at the current threats.

s general secretary of the
NUJ, I sometimes feel
lam fightingamany-
headed hydra. Aswe
celebrated our Old Bailey
victory, preventing West Midlands Police
fromusing terrorism legislation to force
Chris Mullins to reveal the sources of
hisinvestigationsintothe 1974 IRA
bombings of Birmingham, we had to
remain vigilant against a whole host
of new threats, as well as dealing with
the old.

The UN'sreport for World Press
Freedom Day showed how online
harassment, mass and targeted
surveillance, data storage vulnerabilities
and spying software which hacks
reporters’' phonesare amongthe many
ways that digital tools have been used
tojeopardise the safety and integrity of
journalists as well as their sources.

Governments, oligarchs, businesses
and criminal networks which want to
keep secretswill do everything they
can, by passinglaws, by harassment
orundertakingillegal means, to stop
journalists doing their job. This week I

gave evidence to a Ministry of Justice
inquiry into SLAPPs-legal action
where therich and thin-skinned initiate
meritless cases designed to intimidate
journalists and publishers to stop them
publishing information. The threat of an
expensive lawsuit is often enough to kill
astory, and the cases that work their way
through the systemrepresent just the
tip of the iceberg. The UK government
saysitintendsto stop the pressbeing
muzzled in this way, and the NUJis
working hard to ensure this commitment
isdelivered. Following our campaigning
inthe Republic, the Irish government
could be the first to introduce anti-
SLAPPslegislation as part of its update of
defamation laws.

Imade clear to the committee that the
deployment of ‘lawfare’ goes beyond
the stress and strain heaped on the
individuals involved -these bully-boy
tactics are designed to stymie journalistic
investigations. It's a scourge that the UK
has been a destination-jurisdiction for
those hell-bent on undermining media
freedom and abusing journalists around
the globe in thisway.

Thisweek we also heard the Queen'’s
Speech which heralded anumber of
worrying new laws posing a threat to
journalism. I explain on page 3 why the
National Security Bill has been described
as “the greatest threat to public interest
journalisminageneration”. The Online
Safety Bill poses a danger to freedom of
speech, and we are still waiting to hear the
government's promised protections for
journaliststo be published and we will fight
to ensure our members are protected.

Aspart of our work for the National
Committee for the Safety of Journalists we
will soon be launching a video of members
powerfully describing the intimidation
and harassment they are subjected toin
the course of doing their job, and will be
publishing an online safety toolkit.

We will continue our efforts to prevent
Priti Patel from extraditing Julian
Assange -which would setavery chilling
precedent.

Inthismonth's NUJ Branch we look at
how we can collectively fight back against
these attacks-working with our cross-

party Parliamentary Group. NUJ branches
can play a pivotal role in lobbying their
MPs and raising awareness locally of these
threatstoafree press.
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toinvestigate concerns of wrongdoing :
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“nemies of the
State

he National Security

! the West Midlands Police used to
try to seize material relatingto the
Birmingham Sjx bombings from NUJ
: lifemember Chrig Mullin. The union

: won that case - one which should

: couldbein contravention of Article
Bill, listed in the latest :

Queen'’s Speech, could
pose “the greatest
threat to public interest

Thisisthe legislation to reformthe
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pyingbya

: hever have got offthe ground.
In2018 Belfast-based journalists
revor Birney and Barry McCaffrey
ad their homes and offices raided
by police with a search warrant that
: ajudgelater ruled was obtained at 5
i hearingthat fel] “woefully short of

: thestandard required”. Currently a

: court must rule on police applications
! to inspect journalistic material. Under
the Official Secrets proposals
 these protections will be
{ watered down, allowing a police
! Superintendent to authorise search

warrants and inspection of Special
procedure material.

Michelle said: “These changes
i comeat atime when press

i freedomisunder attack. We've

! seenaraid by the Information
i Commissioner to find the source of
i TheSun's scoop,
Secretary, Matt

: broken his own Covid rulesand
: had an affair with an aidein his
| ministerial office.

: 10ofthe European Convention on
: Human Rights, which guaranteesthe
: rightto freedom of expression. But
¢ Priti Patel's Home Office said it did
¢ "not consider that there is necessarily
adistinction in severity between
espionage and the most serious
: unauthorised disclosures”.
Michelle said: “The government
¢ hasclaimed that whistleblowers
: andjournalists cannot ‘accurately
judge whether the public interest in
i disclosing the information outweighs
democracy, she said.

The government had suggested
journalists who published leaks
should be treated equally with those
committing espionage offences.
Maximum sentences would be
increased from two to 14 years. It
claimed that whistleblowing andthe

release of documents and information
online could Sometimes be an even
more grievous act than g
hostile agent.
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Hancock, had both

Stories based on unauthorised

disclosures include Edward

{ Snowden’s revelationsin 2013 of the

i activities of US and UK SPy agencies,

including major global surveillance

: programmes, and they were used to

“We've seen increasingacts of
: ‘lawfare’ designed to stymie and
thwart journalistic reporting and
investigations, Bully-boy tactics like
! these areaimed at Creatinga chilling

: effectand bringingabout a culture of
: more risk-averse reporting.”

: exposethe MPs’ expenses scandal.

i These Stories, the NUJ believes, were
i clearlyinthe public interest.

. Itwasterrorist legislation that
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: of FOlIrequests sent to government

histleblowers, vital toour

\ the experiences of Shayle

delayed...

departmentsand agencies were
: 8rantedinfullin 2020.

Martin Brig ht.?lags ;’;’le victims of the new espionage law  and Gunwill undoubtedly act ast
democracy, wi e . adeterrent. But where does tha
: ; . continues longafter thereporters  : jeaye those whistleblowers whoseb ,
hereisascene i © _nd cameras have gone away. Ian ! revelations are squarely in the pubic
the film Official ;n ley, chief executive of Parrhesia, : interest - bearingin mind the Pasquill
Secrets when GCHQ . gx\;i‘istleblowing think tank, : and Gun cases were dropped when
whistleblower Katharme : t € d: "What should be an uplifting : the prosecution realised they vyere
Gun (picturgd) is Si‘ érience simply tellingthe truth 1 jiely to succeed in court. Itisnow
confronted by the enormity of be)ut Wron'gdomg, isactuallya . imperative that journalists and free '
what she has done- Thg memo she ¢ deeply distressing and disturbing i speech campaigners pushfora publlfc
leaked -revealing detailsofaUs/ process. Thereis asense of disbelief ¢ interest defenceto allov; gzr;l::}:ik?e

S © theintelligence service :
: enthey witness wrongdoing.

eblowers

ot being listened to, horror at
beingtreatedasa traitor tothe L truth wh

system...anda deeppainat : e consequences for whistl .
odo the right thingon

UK plan to spy on deleg
United Nationsin advance

of the Iraqg War -has

atn

been printed on the % notbeingbelieved.” : whochooset '
front page of The o9, lhavebeen involved . ourbehalfare already too gréat- €
Observer. Sheis ' *\ inthree high-profile ¢ traumna for our democracy willbe
so shocked by % national security cases . even greater. )
the reality of the and in each casethe : - B
situation that she consequences forthe
runs to the toilet individuals involved have

peen devastating. David
Shayler, the MIS officer who
. plew the whistle on intelligence

and vomits. Itisa
vivid representation of
the visceral trauma feltby

eXtremelU‘;Jlllth—Zilslifr"ne inall © service incompetence andtil'lr?lgeeii
. W . 1 i
Whistle dZiZeS For some they : wrongdoingin 1997, ;fan}i His
esan : : pri i °
Sa?: l;eroes who deservetobemade prlSOfl? ;n Flrtak?vcvzz ?eft in tatters
. ! mental hea -
biect of Hollywood movies, : elf-proclaimed
g they are merely snitches and he ended up as selp assing
for othersthey aiscentral : messiah susceptibletoanyp

conspiracy theory. Derek Pasquill,
. the Foreign Office whistleblower

: whorevealed details of th'e

ent. They alone are New Labour governments

' i ith radical Islam,
ingthey : accommodation wl ‘
ywronglone e . hassince disappeared. Katharine

Gun, the most level-headed of
 whistleblowers, nevertheless felt she
' hadtoleavethe UK for Turkey not

and traitors. Buttraum
to the experience ofthemall. jie
trauma begins with theisolationand

loneliness of the whistleblower’s

original predicam
horrified enoughb
are witnessingto reportit.
Itintensifies as their disclosur.e
reaches the public domain. Butit
does not end there. The trauma

Matt Kenyon

Abaca Press / Alamy Stock Photo

A , . .
nMPs’ committee chair says the government's

approachon FOI ‘is unsustqi
Ina modern democracy’

umber 10 : .

evaded an;e(;?nﬂy politically-sensitive information?”

from The Mirrol;efiriizc A? darmning report by the Public
interests of national ‘nistration and Constitutional

security” when the
paper askedifthe Prime Minister's
Interior designer had security
clearance to wander in
unescorted to the Cabinet
Room-where the

party which led & work harder to ensure 5

to Boris Johnson Lreedoy, ofy, strongand enthusiastic and officials to evade the F OIAct,
receiving a fine for ZOIgoblmation A tonefromthetopthat andthe Information Commissioner
breaching lockdown e €1 supports FOI". ShOUI_d conduct an audit of the
rules was held. ke proy, i T The committee ¢ Clearing House.

The Financial %ﬁ: "";”;p?,'s;‘: isclogy, hadinvestigated the
Timesreported that Orcoa,,e::gif 4:;?93:’313(;;)?’% e Clearing House, the
it took two years to geta “Poseg 7;{; e g‘;’ » Cabinet Office unit which
“No,"”  handles FOlrequests,

response from the Scottish
government to questions about
the size of 3 25-year taxpayer-backed
guafantee tothe metals magnate,
Sanjeev Gupta. The government had
Cited commercia] Conﬁdentiality.
The FT appealed to the Scottish
Information Commissioner and the
govgnment was ordered to discloge
the information, Emails seen by
reporters suggested the government
had known it would lose the appeal
and asked if it had been “atime-
wasting tactic to delay therelease of
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. ofthe law which says FOI
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an “applicant-bling” manner,
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The PACAC report said the
government must reverge its
decision to exclude the Advanced
Résearch and Invention Agency,
with its £800m budget, from thé
Scope of the FOI Act. William Wragg,
: the committee chair, said “This ’

approach Isunsustainable and is
Simply unacceptable in amodern

: democracy.”

: The committee saig theact should
be amended to include outsourceq

: publicservices not Covered by the

messaging systems used by ministers

Action

Organise training for branch members
on FOIrequests:
https://www.cfoi.org.uk/foi-trainin

Lobby your MP to have the FOI Act
loopholes closed.

Survey branch members on their
experience of FOI requests.

y



https://www.cfoi.org.uk/foi-training/

Stop SLAPPsnow

ut the case against wea-lthy
}zo stifle journalists stories.

Here's your chance to
litigants using UK law

ow much does legal
risk factor into what
ish?
ou publish .
’ Even with evidence
to stand up your

tlIlg,klaVe yOLl or yOUI edltOIS

uences?

repor ory
refrained from publishin

of the fear of legal conseq

jecttot
een subject
o yC)L::r)s'? Or alawsuit? Or maybe

0 add your voice to those

measl res ‘()Sl()[) Wealth'y‘

legal lett
youwantt

lling for =S 1C .
(l:iiigar%ts intimidating journali

t
In March, the UK governmen

11 for evidence on
e e its against public
APPs). For many,
ely new but the

strategic lawsu
participation (SL.
i isrelativ
thistermisre . - o
issue that it describes1s faz1 mmiCS "
familiar. Coined by US acad escribe
the early 90s, itis usedtode e
i tions takenw
usive legalac o
ér?tention or the effect, of stifling
1 )
debate on matters ofp o
Launchingthe consulta Ra,ab
inic ,
i tary, Domin
stice Secre : :
J:id' “The government will nod .
ioleirate Russian oligarchs an

corruptel : )
to muzzle those who shine a

ir wrongdoing.” -
thl\e;licl‘lelle Stanistreet said: W

. -
have long campaigned for lo

ght

i to settle _
i ion solutions :
o ap sand would welcome DA

geIlUH S dlSpUte
a[l} moves to e[lS».lIe]Du[IlahStS

ace
nd media outlets no longer £
a

: prohibitive ¢

with the deepest of pockets.

ithab
. gotaway witha o
.: Eilly journalists and undermin

: mediafreedom.

e | the UK hasbeen pinpointedasa

ublicinterest.

ites abusing British courts

ised

ere recognise
! last year. They w
: - tShIfAPPs by media freedom -areli e
Lo drais
: 1 oupsan
: anti-corruption grov o
: alzlblic profile of this 1SSU'e. }-;(ix}/lvee
I:uch casesarejustthetipo

g g
lcebeI ,Wltkllflost[level Ieac}llll tkle

: t stage. . J
: Colur tead, letters threatening costly
ns ,

ega kill a story ea ly

: g i illa stor T

: ]l action can v

: 1on because the UK'slegal sy"stem
.: emains “claimant friendl and
Lo y

gadefenceisa costly

¢ mountin, Y

is m
: and lengthy process. Th;lsa e
it too risky to defendac

p y aller
: articularl for freelancers or sm
:

osts and deliberate

intimidation by wealthy litigants
inti

i e
For too long the super-rich hav

law to newsrooms.
using thela :

The govemment’s consultfatwn
ity for
: rovides areal oppo.rt.um.ty e
: phange Thisis why itisvita o
: ihose who have experience o(ﬂlne
i sue respond before the dea
is

| ps://WWW.
of Thursday 19 May: https://wW

ions
consultat
vernment,

ov.uk/go

. str ateglC-laWSUItS-agall lSt-QubllC-

been
Concerns about SLAPPs haveS e
owing globally in recent year:
gr

: hotspot for litigants. -
: The cases brought gga R
s tigative journalist, Ca .
| Betto gauthor of Putin's People w

. j irector
| v | - : je is project direc
: Beeée?ved multiple threats 1nci::1§1 g ' suean Cought';e ;lsc; Cintre e
Lo vich, : . ‘ .
‘ o ot . attheForeign o g
' some fromRoma o ™ ieycenr
: E;l"om Burgis, author of Klep’;ii " e rafthe ,.epal LondonCtln
. and Carole Cadwalladr, '?\:Ctlonor Rl o
. i ued by Brext : iy
: ]Ournagsatr,lis reached the High Court : i
¢ Arron , oot

er

on

att Kenyon

andwellbeing... here are some of them

Keep your branch lists
Secure
Branch officers are reminded
that they must abide by General
Data Protection Regulations
when dealing with their list of
branch members and keep any
communications secure,
Messages and other branch
communications should be
sent via the London

office to stuarts@
nuj.org.uk to

ensure that
the most
up-to-date
list is used.
The union
has received
complaints from
former members
who continue to be sent
emails from the NUJ,
Trade union membership falls

into a special category of data that :

is deemed ‘sensitive’. That means
extrarules and checks apply.

Branch officers and members
must:

* Not allow access to, providing
copies of information/data,
to unauthorised individuals,
companies or organisations,

* Not retain information for
personal use/or contacting
members on business outside the
union'’s,

* Not disclose whether an
individual is a member of the

: data controuer,s

: office warns:

! “Those members

. charged with

: Processing member
: dataas NUJ

: representatives,

that you have a responsibility

! tomake sure that member
information is secure, used fairly,
. legally, and how NUJmembers

: would expect, this includes

: membership information such as

and member information is not

union to any unauthorised
: individuals, companies or
. organisations.
* Not include without

authorisation email addresses
! of other members within email
: correspondence.

* Destroy old lists and files

: secllrely,

The NUJ legal
department and

chapel or branch

. officers should take care to
: usethe information in accordance
: with the terms under which you

are authorised by the union,
failure to do S0, could result in a
breach of the Data Protection Act
2018 (DPA) and General Data
Protection Regulations (GDPR).
While you pPerform a vital role on
behalf of the union, understand

but is not limited to ensuring
branch/chapel lists are up-to-date

retained longer than is necessary.” :

. Qwareness-week. htm]
- =25t Week.html

: Cost of Living: guidance
for journalists

: Withtheinflation dueto go rampant,

gasand electricity prices soaring

! andtaxes risingthe cost of living is 5

: hot topic. For journalists covering

: theseissues aguide on the NUJ's

website wil] help report on these
‘ complex issues accurately,

sensitively and powerfully. The
guide, supported by
ATD Fourth World, Church
Action on Poverty, the
Joseph Rowntree
Foundation, On Road
Media and the NUJ
offers practical
recommendations on
reporting the statistics of
povertyand people's direct

! experiences: Www.nuj.org.uk/

: resource-report/re orting-poverty-q-

guide-tor—media~grotessionals.htmI

Mental heqlth toolkit
On Saturday 7 May the NUJ
held an online mental health

! conference for members and

: reps. You can stillsignup toa

: series of free evening workshops
with expert trainers focused

: on improving mental health,

: download NUJ's mental health
 toolkit with practical actionreps
can takein workplaces, and read
: areporton the conference on the
: NUJ website: httgs:é[www.nui.
org.uk/resource mental-health-
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Journalist's Rights

The NUJfights for journalists’ rights, freedom
of expressionand ethical journalism. We
support reporters in protecting their sources,
photographers from having their footage
taken by the authorities and media workers

from surveillance. Theunion's cross-party

parliamentary group gives the NUJ a voice on ““J
legislation which affects its members.
Are you keeping good company? ﬂ#ﬁ

JEURNALIETE

Jointhe NUJtoday at
www.nuj.org.uk




