Reporting which panders to stereotypes can
cause much hurt. By repeating stereotypes the
media can encourage language and attitudes
which, in other circumstances, would be seen
as totally unacceptable.

The NUJ believes that immigration and asylum,
which are two separate issues, have been used by
some politicians and sections of the media to
promote racism and xenophobia through their
unquestioning acceptance of the belief that asylum
seekers constitute a threat to our social fabric,
social services, housing, health, security, and of
course, good race relations.

The NUJ believes that it is wrong to promote
prejudice and fear, over immigration and asylum
because this diverts attention from the real causes
of social and economic problems. We condemn
attempts by politicians and policy makers to win
public support and votes by blaming 'others' for
their failures and shortcomings.

The NUJ believes that the attitude of our
newspapers and broadcasting stations is crucial in
race relations and the formation of opinion on
asylum seekers. Immigration and colour prejudice
can be materially affected by the media. To
perpetuate racism and xenophobia through our

media is anti-social and grossly irresponsible.

These guidelines are not intended to make the
media shy away from covering issues and stories
about asylum seekers and immigration. We want
the media to provide a coverage that is fair,
balanced and accurate.

The NUJ believes that the emigration from Britain
and the immigration to the United Kingdom of
other nationals is part of a global phenomenon.

Most migrants are skilled workers and
professionals who contribute to the economy
and diversity of the United Kingdom and Ireland.
Immigrants, for instance, constitute a significant
percentage of nurses, doctors and pharmacists
and have been recruited to make up for
shortages in the UK.

The NUJ believes that victims of conflict and
persecution have a right to seek a safe haven
without further victimisation and stigmatisation
as guaranteed by international law to which the
United Kingdom and Ireland are signatories.

International Law obliges the UK and Irish authorities treat refugee cases quickly and humanely to enable
and citizens to respect the human and other rights ~ people to resettle, earn a living and contribute to the

of refugees and further obliges the authorities to economy and society.
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The National Union of Journalists
has ratified guidelines for all its members
to follow when dealing with race
relations subjects.



The NUJ believes that the development of racist
attitudes and the growth of fascist parties pose
a threat to democracy, the rights of trade union
organisations, a free press and the development
of social harmony and well-being.

The NUJ believes that its members cannot avoid
a measure of responsibility in fighting the evil of
racism as expressed through the mass media.

The NUJ reaffirms its total opposition to
censorship but equally reaffirms the belief that
press freedom must be conditioned by
responsibility and an acknowledgement by all
media workers of the need not to allow press
freedom to be abused to slander a section of
the community or to promote the evil of racism.

The NUJ believes that the methods and the
lies of the racists should be publicly and
vigorously exposed.

The NUJ believes that newspapers and
magazines should not originate material which
encourages discrimination on grounds of race
or colour as expressed in the NUJ's Rule Book
and Code of Conduct.

The NUJ recognises the right of members to
withhold their labour on grounds of conscience
where employers are providing a platform for
racist propaganda.

The NUJ believes that editors should ensure
that coverage of race stories be placed in a
balanced context.

The NUJ will continue to monitor the development
of media coverage in this area and give support
to members seeking to enforce the above aims.

@ Do not sensationalise by reports, photographs,
film or presentation the activities of
racist organisations

@ Seek to publish or broadcast material exposing

the myths and lies of racist organisations and
their anti-social behaviour

@ Do not allow the letters column or 'phone-in'

programmes to be used to spread racial
hatred in whatever guise.

When interviewing representatives of racist
organisations or reporting meetings or
statements or claims, journalists should
carefully check all reports for accuracy and
seek rebutting or opposing comments. The anti-
social nature of such views should be exposed



